
 
Central Red Society Class Schedule & Registration 

Spring 2015 
 
In January, we will be tapping into the “January Series” broadcast by Calvin College in Grand Rapids 
and viewed at Third Reformed Church.  Join us for the lecture and refreshments/discussion afterwards 
in the Third Café. 
 
Tova Friedman: “Kinderlager—Reflections of a Child Holocaust Survivor” 
Tuesday, Jan. 13, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Third Church 
No Cost, no need to register—just show up! 
The number reads A27633 and it’s been tattooed on her arm for more than 70 years. Tova Friedman is one of the 
youngest known survivors of the Auschwitz Concentration Camp. She entered the camp with her mother and father 
at age 5 and despite being led into the gas chambers, she miraculously survived. She was one of the 7,000 prisoners 
found alive during the liberation of Auschwitz in January 1945—this January marks the 70th anniversary of their 
liberation. Tova’s parents also both survived and the family eventually immigrated to New York in 1950. She is the 
retired director of Jewish Family Service for Somerset County in New Jersey. 
 
Elizabeth Dias: “Covering TIME” 
Wednesday, Jan. 21, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Third Church 
No Cost, no need to register—just show up! 
A graduate of Wheaton College and Princeton Theological Seminary, Ms. Dias is a correspondent for TIME 
Magazine covering religion and politics. She has written cover stories on Pope Francis, Trayvon Martin, and 
American Christianity, including the Latino Reformation and Barbara Brown Taylor. She will share with us what is 
involved in being a correspondent for a major news magazine, what it is like covering Pope Francis and the Dalai 
Lama, how politics affects religious stories, and what she anticipates will be the future stories. 
 
Paul Marshall: “Persecuted—The Global Assault on Christians” 
Monday, Jan. 26, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Third Church 
No Cost, no need to register—just show up! 
Paul Marshall is the author and editor of more than 20 books on religion and politics, especially religious freedom. 
He is a senior fellow at the Hudson Institute’s Center for Religious Freedom in Washington, D.C., and a visiting 
professor at the State Islamic University in Jakarta. According to the Pew Research Center, Newsweek, and The 
Economist, Christians are the world’s most widely persecuted religious group and yet many Westerners are 
unaware that so many followers of Christ live under governments and among people who are often openly hostile 



to their faith. They think martyrdom became a rarity long ago. Marshall will offer a glimpse at the modern-day life 
of Christians worldwide and provide insight on this global pattern of increasing violence. 
 
Russ Benedict: “Ornithology 101” 
Thursdays, March 5 and 12, 6:30 p.m.: Class 
Saturday, March 7, 8 a.m.: Bird-watching Field Trip 
Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex 
Cost: $20 
Dr. Russ Benedict, professor of Biology at Central College, has been bird watching for the last 39 years and teaches 
Ornithology. Learn the mechanics of how flight works, the incredible modifications of the body that make flight 
possible, and how to feed birds at home. This class is great for beginners as well as experienced birders.  Enjoy a 
field trip to the Red Rock area to view the birds in their natural habitat. Transportation will be available for the 
Saturday field trip. This class is limited to 30 people.  
 
Tony Plemons-Pearson: “Pella in the Midst of the Antebellum and Reconstruction” 
Tuesday, March 31, 10:30 a.m. 
Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex 
Cost: $10 
Despite Pella’s being founded during the antebellum years, residents of our city built a community and a college in 
the face of hardships and circumstances beyond their control. Tony Pearson will present what it was like for Pella 
during some of its bleakest years. Pearson is a 2014 Central history graduate and has worked as a maintenance 
technician at Central since 1997. He volunteers in many local organizations—as a miller at the Vermeer Windmill, 
as a curator at the Scholte House, and at COC teaching painting skills to those with severe intellectual disabilities. 
During Memorial Day weekend, you can find Tony presenting information on Marion County during the Civil War at 
the Marion County Historical Society. 

Doug Wilson: “Coal Mining in Marion County” 
Thursday, April 9, 6:30 p.m. 
Graham Conference Center Room 1 
Cost: $10 
Doug Wilson, whose father, grandfather, and great grandfather were all involved in Iowa underground coal mining, 
will share photos from his extensive collection of old black-and-white photographs, plus maps and personal 
information acquired during interviews with coal miners and their families. Born in Knoxville, IA, Wilson is now 
retired after many years of work with Vermeer Corporation in Pella. 
 
Molly Naumann: “Iowa Houses and Their Styles” 
Tuesday, April 14, Noon 
Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex 
Cost: No cost for lecture, $10 for meal 
Iowa is a treasure trove of architectural styles. Molly Naumann is an architectural historian who works as a historic 
preservation consultant with municipal, county and regional governments as well as private property owners across 
the state, helping them to identify and preserve their local historic resources.  Molly holds BA and MA degrees in Art 
History from the University of Iowa. She has been self-employed as an architectural historian since 1979 and has 
worked in 49 of Iowa’s 99 counties conducting survey and evaluations for local governments and the State 
Historical Society of Iowa. Within the past 6 years Molly has gained true “hands-on” preservation experience as the 
first president of the Main Street Ottumwa board of directors, and as the owner of a historic building (currently 
undergoing rehabilitation) in downtown Ottumwa.  



 
Mike Morgan: “The Mystery of Gasoline” 
Tuesdays, April 21 and 28, 7 p.m. 
Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex 
Cost: $10 
We all use it every day.  We pump it, we complain about the price, and we wonder about octane and ethanol.  But 
very few of us really understand the complexities of producing, transporting, and pricing gasoline.  This 
presentation will try to unravel some of the mystery behind gasoline.  We will explore the history and the close 
relationships between the energy and auto industries as well as the EPA on the formulation of gasoline.  We will 
learn about the raw material and the refinery processes used to make it.  Finally we will discuss the logistics of 
transportation and distribution of the #1 consumer energy product.  Michael Morgan spent 30 years with Conoco, 
Inc. and 4 years with Suncor Energy, all in the oil-refining side of the business. Since retiring, Mike has provided 
expert and technical witness support for various oil industry issues. 
 
Central RED Service Day 
Tuesday April 21, morning 
No cost, but please register 
In conjunction with Central College Service Day, we’ll do our own Central RED project! Watch your email for 
information about what we’ll be participating in and how you can be involved. 
 
Tour of Red Rock Dam 
Wednesday, May 20, 10:30 a.m. 
No cost, but please register 
Wondering what’s happening at the Dam with the new hydroelectric project taking place? Come get a personal 
tour. Please note that this tour will require being able to ascend almost 200 steps. Please wear appropriate 
footwear. Also, cameras and video recorders, purses, bags, etc. are not allowed in the Dam.  

Year-End Celebration 
Thursday, May 28, 5:30 p.m. 
Graham Annex 
Cost: $10 
Join us for an end-of-year celebration where we’ll review our year, thank our instructors, and unveil next year’s 
classes and offerings! 
 
 


