
                                                          

       
Central Red Society Class Schedule & Registration 

Spring 2016 
In January, just as we did last year, we will be tapping into the “January Series” broadcast by Calvin College in Grand Rapids and viewed at Third 
Reformed Church.  Join us for the lecture and refreshments/discussion afterwards in the Third Church Café. 

 
Jill Dougherty: “Russia—Past, Present, and Future” 
Thursday, Jan. 14, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Third Church Auditorium 
No Cost, no need to register—just show up! 
An expert on Russia and the former Soviet Union, Jill Dougherty spent 30 years at CNN where most recently she served as 
Foreign Affairs Correspondent, based in Washington, D.C., covering the State Department and providing analysis on 
international issues. Previously she served as U.S. Affairs Editor for CNN International; Managing Editor of CNN 
International Asia/Pacific, based in Hong Kong; CNN's Moscow Bureau Chief and Correspondent, and CNN’s White House 
Correspondent. During her tenure she covered the presidencies of George H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton, Boris Yeltsin, and 
Vladimir Putin. Since leaving CNN in 2013 she has plunged full-time into Russian affairs – writing, speaking, blogging, 
teaching and traveling to Russia.  She conducts her research on Russia and Putin as a fellow at Harvard University and at 
the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. 
 
Jere L. Krakow: “National Parks—America’s Greatest Treasure” 
Wednesday, Jan. 20, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Third Church Auditorium 
No Cost, no need to register—just show up! 
Jere Krakow recently completed a public service career with the National Park Service and previously was a college 
professor in American history.  Krakow served as superintendent of nine National Historic Trails, including the Oregon, 
Santa Fe, Pony Express, and Trail of Tears National Historic Trails. He has a long-standing goal of connecting the historic 
sites of the nation with students and citizens alike. Krakow is a fellowship recipient from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities and holder of awards from several historic trail friend groups.  He is a member of the Western History 
Association and a consultant on the administration of historic trails, commemorative events, and the activities associated 
with them. Currently serving as a Woodrow Wilson Visiting Fellow, Krakow’s presentation will help us celebrate the 
100th anniversary of the National Park Service. 
 

Eric O’Neill: “Cyber Security in a Shrinking World” 

Monday, Jan. 25, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Third Church Auditorium 

No Cost, no need to register—just show up! 

Eric O’Neill is a security expert who will share with us current cyber threats facing industry, government and private 

individuals, from threats to national infrastructure, to corporate espionage and cyber terrorism, to identity theft and 

online fraud.  Eric has worked as an FBI counterterrorism and counterintelligence operative, a national security attorney 

and as a corporate security consultant. He is the founder of The Georgetown Group, a premier investigative and security 

services firm. In 2001, during his time in the FBI, Eric played a key role in capturing the notorious spy, Robert Phillip 

Hanssen, the story of which is captured in the movie Breach. Eric graduated from Auburn University and went on to earn 

his Juris Doctor degree from George Washington University Law School.  

 



                                                          
 

Gabriel Espinosa: “A Jazz Odyssey” 

Thursday, Feb. 25, 5 p.m. 

Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex 

Cost: $15, includes snacks and one glass of wine 

Jazz is a uniquely American art form, and it’s been around since the late 1800s. Gabriel Espinosa will lead us through a 

history of jazz through recordings of various jazz styles in the past 120 years. Be a cool cat and join us! 

Gabriel Espinosa has been an Associate Professor of Music and Director of Jazz Studies at Central since 1996. He has 

performed at the Tucson Jazz Festival and Lincoln Center in NYC, along with multitudes of other venues. Gabriel has 

released several CD’s of international music and was inducted into the Iowa Jazz Hall of Fame in 2014. 

 

 

Leap Year Lunch and Learn with Cynthia Mahmood: “Religion and Conflict Transformation: Is There Hope?” 

Monday, Feb. 29 12:00 p.m. 

Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex 

No cost for lecture, $10 for meal 

Cynthia’s experiences in the field with jihadi groups in Pakistan gives her on-the-ground insights as to how religion may 
be implicated both in conflict and its resolution. Islam is but one of the religions studied by peace builders who are 
interested in the transformations of conflicts—the development of positive social change from violent conflict.  How can 
we in the West participate in conflict transformation through religion, in Pakistan and elsewhere? What hope is there for 
peace to emerge out of the current war on terror?  
Cynthia Mahmood was born in Reading, Pennsylvania and earned the Ph.D. from Tulane University in 1986.  Her 
specialization is anthropology - the study of humankind.  Focusing on religion and conflict in South Asia, Dr. Mahmood 
has conducted extensive field research in India and Pakistan, working directly with Sikh and Muslim militants.  She has 
published five books and several dozen academic articles on these topics, and is an internationally known speaker.  Dr. 
Mahmood also appears as an expert witness in legal settings in the U.S., Canada, and the United Kingdom.  She currently 
holds the Frank Moore Chair in Anthropology at Central College. 
 

 

 

Robert Musil: “The Legacy of Rachel Carson” 

Thursday, March 3, 7:00 p.m. 

Cox-Snow Music Center 

No cost for the presentation: $10 for the reception, 6 p.m.  

Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex 

Robert K. Musil is the President and CEO of the Rachel Carson Council, an environmental organization envisioned by 
Rachel Carson, founded in 1965 by her closest friends and colleagues. Musil is also Senior Fellow and Adjunct Professor at 
the Center for Congressional and Presidential Studies in the School of Public Affairs at American University where he 
teaches about global climate change and energy policy. Musil has worked over the years with leading public figures 
including Presidents Bill Clinton and Barack Obama, Vice Presidents Al Gore and Joe Biden, and numerous cabinet 
members and Congressional leaders. Musil specializes in contemporary sustainability, social responsibility, and health 
issues, as well as Cold War history, culture, and policy. He is the author of numerous articles and is a two-time winner of 
the Armstrong Award for Excellence in Radio Broadcasting.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                          
 

 

 

Will Prather: “The Lost Towns of Red Rock” 

Tuesday, March 22, 6:30 p.m. 

Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex 

Cost: $10 

With the opening of the Red Rock Dam in Marion County in 1969, the area said goodbye to several small towns, farms, 

cemeteries, and roads that now lie under the water. Will Prather will tell us the stories of some of these towns—Red 

Rock, Dunreath, Fifield, Cordova, Coalport, Rousseau—and their fascinating histories, including the speakeasy of 

Marigold Springs that was present in the 1920s!  

Will Prather was born and raised on a farm near Fremont, Iowa. He is a graduate of both Central College and Drake 

University and has served as a high school teacher and principal. He has also worked as a farmer, real estate broker, land 

developer, and as a county supervisor.  

 

Field Trip: “The Underground Railroad in Iowa” 

Jordan House and Bennett School, West Des Moines 

Thursday, April 14, Leave Pella 9 a.m. 

Cost: $25 (lunch included at Shayla From’s home) 

The Jordan House, a stately Victorian home of Italianate Gothic design, is listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places and is a member of the National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Program. It is one of the oldest 

structures in Polk Country and the oldest in West Des Moines. Built by one of West Des Moines’ first settlers, James C. 

Jordan, the house today serves both as a museum for West Des Moines and as the office of West Des Moines Historical 

Society. The sixteen period rooms serve as a fitting backdrop of displaying the many antique treasures gathered from the 

rich heritage of West Des Moines. Visitors will also be interested in both the Underground Railroad Exhibit and the many 

artifacts from the regular railroad which played an important role in the early years of West Des Moines. Limited 

transportation will be provided from Pella. Please indicate if you need a ride. 

 

Paul Weihe: “The Ins and Outs of Organic Vegetable Gardening” 

Saturday, April 30, 8 a.m. to noon 

Cost: $10 

Roe Center Room 145 

Experts tell us that growing your own food is one of the best things you can do for the environment…and for your health! 
This class will explain the philosophy behind organic gardening, how it differs from conventional methods, and how you 
can get started should you so choose. Topics include soil quality, garden layout, composting, heirloom varieties and pest 
control. We’ll tour the Central College Garden and an organic operation (Prairie Roots Farm) just outside Pella. Paul 
Weihe is Associate Professor of Biology and Environmental Science, teaching such classes as Ecology, Environmental 
Science, Field Botany and Ethnobotany. He started gardening in college and is still learning and growing. Limited 
transportation will be provided to Prairie Roots Farm. Please indicate if you need a ride. 
 

John Roslien: “Fly Fishing 101” 

Tuesday, May 17, 10:30 a.m. 

Helen Jean Hislop Center Room 104 

Cost: $10 

Pella can’t match the magnificent landscape and rushing streams in the movie A River Runs Through It, but the beauty of 

flying fishing can be experienced here. Fooling a bass using a fly rod on an Iowa farm pond can be every bit as exciting! 

Come and learn the basics of freshwater equipment, flies and techniques.  And warm up your arm—the sessions will 

include casting practice for all. John Roslien came to Central as head athletic trainer in 1986, becoming the athletic 

training program director in 2003. John is also an associate professor of exercise science. He currently serves the National 



                                                          
Athletic Trainers Association on two capacities at the national level:  International Committee and District V 

representative to the NATA Political Action Committee. Having grown up in Decorah, John has a love of fishing and 

teaches classes on the sport at Central. 

 

State of the College 

Thursday, May 19, 10 a.m. 

Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex 

No cost 

Wonder what Central is up to? President Mark Putnam and members of the Senior Leadership Team will meet with us in 

an informal session to present projects and priorities on campus and to answer questions. 

 

Year-End Celebration 

Thursday, May 26, 5:30 p.m. 

Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex 

Cost: $10 

Join us for an end-of-year celebration where we’ll review our year, thank our instructors, and unveil next year’s classes 

and offerings! 

 
 
Summer Social Event: An Iowa Safari! 
Tuesday, June 28, 11:00 a.m. 
Join us at the DeCook Ranch for a trip back in time.  Get up close to the magnificent "Monarch of the Plains" (American 
Bison) and enjoy a guided tour through the ranch and this herd of 180 animals.  Experience the ranch's remnant prairies 
and reconstructed wetlands, the Eldorado pioneer prairie cemetery and the only original Covered Bridge in Marion 
county.  Noted wildlife photographer, Ron Huelse, will be present to share pictures of the ranch and wildlife and discuss 

his craft.   A summer BBQ will be provided by Dutch Oven cooks.  Please bring a lawn chair. 


