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Want to Know More About Central RED Society?

What is Central RED Society?

Central RED Society is Central College’s innovative lifelong learning program that 
enriches members’ lives through relevant, broad-based learning experiences. Central 
RED Society will foster creativity, intellectual curiosity and engagement with Central 
College and the community!

Courses range from recreational to academic: everything from organic gardening to 
water aerobics to financial planning to philosophy to... you decide! It’s part education... 
part socializing... and always fun!

Do I have to be a Central alum to join?

No! While we anticipate that many of our members will be alumni, membership is 
open to anyone.

How does it work?

Members pay a $35 per person annual membership fee to be a part of Central RED. 
Join with a friend–two for $50. Eight to ten courses/workshops/events will be held each 
semester. Some of those will be free; others will have an associated fee. All of the classes 
and workshops will be available only to members of the Central RED society, with 
memberships running from July 1 to June 30 of each year. 

Mission Statement:

The Central RED (Ready to Engage and Discover) Society is a 
volunteer-driven, lifelong learning and social organization with an 
abiding partnership with Central College alumni and friends who 
wish to share knowledge, talents, and experience. RED offers non-
credit educational opportunities to enrich the lifelong intellectual, 
cultural, social, and spiritual lives of its members.



Michael Ferjak: “Human Trafficking in Iowa—What Can I Do?”

Tuesday, Sept. 22
Noon to 1:30 (Lunch and Learn Series….buffet lunch available $10)
Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex
No Cost

Human trafficking is a problem in other countries, right? Or at least in other states….but 
not in Iowa! Unfortunately, that’s not the case. Human trafficking can happen anywhere 
at any time and look different each time. Michael Ferjak will discuss why Iowa is in the 
center of a trafficking highway and what the average person can do to stop it.

Michael Ferjak is the Director of Justice Human Trafficking Enforcement and Prosecution 
Initiative for the Iowa Department of Justice. He joined the Iowa Department of Justice in 
1998 and has, over the years, worked as an investigator for the Sexually Violent Predator Unit 
and in the DCI’s Cyber-Crime Unit. In 2012, Ferjak selected by Iowa Attorney General Tom 
Miller for his present position. He is a graduate of Upper Iowa University and Simpson College 
and an honor graduate of the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy. He is also a career military 
officer, retired from the United States Army.

Tour of the World Food Prize Hall of Laureates

Tuesday, Oct. 6
10:30 a.m.
$25, includes lunch after the tour

The World Food Prize is the foremost international award recognizing -- without regard 
to race, religion, nationality, or political beliefs -- the achievements of individuals who 
have advanced human development by improving the quality, quantity or availability of 
food in the world.

The Hall of Laureates is a magnificent structure with murals portraying the life of Dr. 
Norman Borlaug, a 1970 Nobel Prize winner who dedicated his life to ending world 
hunger. The beauty of the building continues with more than 10,000 pieces of stained 
glass, all of which have been cleaned and restored in the past few years.

Limited bus transportation from Pella is available on a first-come, first-served basis.

SUMMER 2015

“A Concert with the Raleigh Ringers”
Wednesday, June 24
Dinner at 6 p.m., Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex
Concert at 7:30 p.m., Douwstra Auditorium
$20 for dinner and concert ticket

The Raleigh Ringers is an internationally acclaimed concert handbell choir based in 
Raleigh, North Carolina. Since its founding in 1990, The Raleigh Ringers has been 
dazzling audiences with unique interpretations of sacred, secular and popular mu-
sic, including famous rock ‘n’ roll tunes arranged just for handbells. Pella native Erin 
Glendening is part of the ensemble. To preview some of the group’s music, go to their 
website: www.rr.org.

FALL 2015

“A Weekend With the Lincolns”—A Trip to Springfield, Illinois

Friday, Sept. 11 through Sunday, Sept. 13
See Registration Insert for Costs

You must be a member of Central RED Society in order to travel.
As we commemorate the 150th anniversary of the end of the U.S. Civil War, we’ll visit 
the Land of Lincoln with renowned Lincoln scholar, Dr. Ron Rietveld. We’ll stop at 
New Salem Village, the Lincoln home in Springfield, the Old Capitol, the Abraham 
Lincoln Museum…and much more! For a complete itinerary with costs, see the 
enclosed insert. This will be a trip you won’t forget!
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Harry Smith: “I Really Like My Job”

Thursday, Oct. 22
5:00 p.m.
Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex
$10

You’ve seen him in many roles…and he loves all of them! Smith has interviewed 
a who’s who of world leaders from Barack Obama to Margaret Thatcher. He’s 
reported from the Persian Gulf War, the Iraq War and the war in Bosnia. Smith 
reported live from Cairo’s Tahrir Square the night Hosni Mubarak fell from power. 
He also covered the revolution in Libya and reported from disaster zones in the 
United States as well as Japan, Sri Lanka, Haiti and the Philippines. Come hear 
from Harry “up close and personal” what he loves about his job and what the future 
holds for him.

Harry Smith is an NBC News Correspondent who came to NBC News as a 
Correspondent for Rock Center with Brian Williams in July 2011.   Smith currently 
reports for NBC Nightly News and he does documentaries for CNBC.   One of television’s 
most distinguished journalists, Smith has been a news reporter and anchor for more than 
30 years. Before joining NBC News, he hosted the CBS News morning shows The Early 
Show and its predecessor CBS This Morning for 17 years. Smith has won several Emmy 
Awards, an Edward R. Murrow Award, a Peabody and a du Pont award as well as 
numerous other honors. He is a proud graduate of Central College in Pella, Iowa. He is 
married to Andrea Joyce, an NBC sports reporter. They are the parents of two sons.

Dorothy Van Kooten and Jim Dahm: “The Pella Area and the Black 
Hand”

Thursday, Nov. 12
10:30 a.m.
Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex
$10

It was a dark time for many Dutch immigrants during World War I….many of whom 
were still speaking the Dutch language and were considered “too German” by those 
living in the areas of Peoria, New Sharon, and Sully. A group called The Black Hand 
took it upon themselves to burn barns, schools, and churches of these immigrants—
and to threaten the lives of the people in those areas. Dorothy and Jim will lead us on 
a local history adventure that happened nearly 100 years ago.

Dr. James Dahm, a Pella dentist, and his sister Dorothy Van Kooten, a former teacher, grew 
up in the little town of Peoria, Iowa, about seven miles northeast of Pella. While the town is 
still there, much has changed. Peoria’s interesting history includes being settled by the Dutch, 
who were reluctant to integrate with the Americans living nearby. Conflicts arose to the 
point that during World War I, the school and, later, the church were both set on fire by angry 
fellow Americans. Jim and Dorothy have delved into this story and have published a book on 
it: The Hollander Fires.
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Wine and Art: Creating Your Own Masterpiece

Tuesday, Nov. 17, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex
Cost: $40
Class Limit: 25

Think you’re hopeless when it comes to art? Mary Robertson promises you can go 
home with a masterpiece—and have a lot of fun—when you combine painting with 
an evening of socializing and wine! All your supplies and the wine are included in the 
price…you just have to show up with a Picasso attitude!

Mary Robertson is a Central graduate and now works for Central as the Accommodations 
Student Support Services Program Coordinator and for the Pella Community Art Center. 
While at Central, she studied art in the Netherlands, which further ingrained her love of 
the arts.  Soon after coming back from the Netherlands, she became involved with the Pella 
Community Art Center with its one-of-a-kind art program.  Robertson says that being 
involved with the Art Center has helped her grow and look at how art is created and viewed 
as well as allowing her to share her love of art and creating art with individuals of all ages.  

A Chocolate Christmas Fantasy

Tuesday, Dec. 15
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Dave and Ardie Sutphen Common Room, Graham Annex
$20

Take a break before the holiday rush and enjoy some Van Veen chocolates—Chuck 
and Jill are cooking up all kinds of new goodies for us to try! They’ll also share with 
us the history of Van Veen Chocolates and what it takes to own a chocolate company. 
One glass of wine is included in the price.

Chuck and Jill Van Veen are the owners of Van Veen Chocolates and cook up their masterpieces 
on the south side of Pella. Chuck is a Pella native who returned to the area with his New 
York bride after many years of living around the country. He decided to try his hand at 
producing some of the candy his mother had once made….and the rest is history.

SPRING 2016
*This list is tentative, as plans continue to be made. Dates, times, costs and locations to be announced.

	 •		Fly Fishing with John Roslien
	 •		Victorian	Gravestone	Symbolism	with	Valerie	Van	Kooten
	 •		A	Jazz	Session	with	Gabriel	Espinosa
	 •		Mideastern	Journey	with	Cynthia	Mahmood
	 •		Paul	Weihe,	Organic	Gardening
	 •		Tour	of	the	Jordan	House	Underground	Railroad	Site	in	West	Des	Moines



YES! SIGN ME UP FOR CENTRAL RED!

Member name (1): _________________________________________________
Street address: ____________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________
Phone Number: ___________________________________________________
Email Address: ___________________________________________________

Member name (2): _________________________________________________
Street address: ____________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________
Phone Number: ___________________________________________________
Email Address: ___________________________________________________

Membership:
Please sign me/us up for ___________ memberships at $35 each, or two for $50. Join with a friend!
________ Check enclosed. Please make checks out to Central RED Society.

Want to get involved?
________ I’m interested in serving on the Board of Directors.
________ I’m interested in being on a committee (please state where your interests lie):
 ______ Curriculum        _______ Membership/Marketing 
 ______ Finance              ______ Social             _______ Nominating

________ I’m interested in teaching a class (please state what kind of class or workshop):
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
 

www.central.edu/red
 Mail with your payment information to: Central College Alumni Office, 
 Attn: Mary Benedict, 812 University, Pella, IA 50219.



Fall 2015 Class Registration
SIGN ME UP FOR CLASSES!

•  Class reservations will be taken on a first-come, first-saved basis. Class sizes may be limited.

•  You may sign up more than one person on a sheet. Please include both names and payment for both people.

•	 Please mail to Central College Alumni Office, 812 University, Campus Box 5200, Pella, IA 50219. 
  Be sure to add a check. Class reservations cannot be held without payment.

•	 Sorry, no refund on classes unless the entire class needs to be canceled.

•  You must be a member of Central RED Society in order to sign up for classes.

Name (1): ____________________________________
Street address: ________________________________
City/State/Zip: _______________________________
Phone Number: _______________________________
Email Address: _______________________________

Classes I’m signing up for:
Name(s) attending         

_______________________________ “Weekend with the Lincolns” trip to Springfield 
(Please fill out enclosed sheet...you may include the price of the trip on the same check as classes below).

________________________________ Michael Ferjak: “Human Trafficking in Iowa”
      No Cost—Buffet $10/person:  $_________________

________________________________ World Food Prize Tour
          $25; please indicate if you need bus transportation:  $___________________

________________________________ Harry Smith: “I Love My Job”  $10:  $_________________

________________________________ Dorothy Van Kooten & James Dahm: $10: $_________________
     “The Black Hand in Iowa” 

________________________________ Wine and Painting   $40:  $_________________

________________________________ Chocolate Christmas Fantasy  $20:  $_________________

                    TOTAL AMOUNT:  $_________________

Payment Options:

________Check enclosed. Please make checks out to Central College. Sorry, we cannot accept credit cards at 

this time. If you are renewing your Central Red membership, you may add that to the registration check.

 

Name (2): ____________________________________
Street address: ________________________________
City/State/Zip: _______________________________
Phone Number: _______________________________
Email Address: _______________________________


